
4780 S. Classical Blvd.
Delray Beach, Florida 33445-1225

July 28, 2013

The Honorable Lois J. Frankel
Member, United States House of Representatives
2500 N. Military Trail, Suite 490
Boca Raton, Florida 33431-6354

Ms. Frankel,

As one of your constituents I am writing to request an in-district meeting during
the upcoming August recess to share concerns I have over blanket surveillance
by the National Security Agency and your recent vote against Rep. Amash’s
H.R. 2397 amendment1 “to end authority for the blanket collection of records
under the Patriot Act.”2

Although national security is a concern not to be taken lightly I fear that the
previously-undisclosed actions of the National Security Agency (N.S.A.) and
executive branch dramatically infringe on foundational civil liberties. For this,
a membership organization of which I am part has filed suit against the U.S.
and members of the executive branch3 seeking court injunction in protection of
Constitutionally-guaranteed rights of free association (1st Amdmnt.), protection
against general warrants (4th Amdmnt.), and legal due process (5th Amdmnt.).
The lawsuit falls in line with a series of similar4 and ongoing5 court-adjudicated
cases.

I am the founder of OpenMeetings.org, an online video platform designed to in-
crease availability, discoverability, and liberty to comment on archived meetings
that span a broad range of social issues. OpenMeetings.org is being proposed
as a Wikimedia Foundation Sister Project; the proposal in full is available at
the following URL:

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/OpenMeetings.org

While there is a reduced expectation of privacy in public meetings and events—
participants by-and-large are aware of the public nature of their presence and
provided comments—I fear that the mere existence of a government program
engaged in generalized domestic surveillance will result in an increasingly-broad
chilling effect in public meetings. Specifically, attendance, unbiased participa-
tion and willingness to communicate views openly, and even willingness to hold
meetings and events which are open-to-the-public are threatened by the sheer
scope of ongoing N.S.A. domestic surveillance.



Additionally, these government programs undermine efforts to promote demo-
cratic principles in an international context, open meetings included.

I appreciate your consideration of these issues and look forward to meeting with
you and members of your staff. Please feel free to circulate this letter among
your colleagues as appropriate.

Sincerely,

George S. Chriss III
Founder, OpenMeetings.org
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